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Washington Arbitration Week

Washington D.C. is the epicenter of investment arbitration. It has the head-
quarters of the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes 
(ICSID), law firms specialized in investment arbitration, public international 
law and international commercial arbitration, international organizations, 
United States federal agencies specialized in investment arbitration, em-
bassies, vibrant law schools, NGOs and think tanks. Washington D.C. Arbi-
tration Week (WAW) provides an organic D.C. forum in international arbitra-
tion for its legal community and the international and foreign community 
connected to it. WAW will further advance the analysis and discussion of 
developments reflected in arbitral awards, treaties and international instru-
ments at the forefront of international arbitration. 

WAW’s panels will follow a dynamic format and foster an open discussion 
about the future of international arbitration. They will shed light on new 
arbitration techniques, focus on developments and evolving interpreta-
tions and views, and discuss the best practices for international arbitration 
in the new virtual reality. 

WAW 2023 will be a showcase of international arbitration in Washington, 
D.C. On behalf of all of our supporters, panel speakers and moderators, we 
welcome newcomers and experienced practitioners alike to our city and 
arbitration community.  

WAW Founders, 

José Antonio Rivas & Ian A. Laird



Circle of Supporting Organizations



Circle of Law Firms 

Circle of Experts 



Program Editorial Team

José Antonio Ricas - Xtrategy LLP (Program Curator) 
Ian A. Laird - Crowell & Moring (Program Curator) 

Maria Lucia Casas - Xtrategy LLP
Juan Pablo Rodríguez - Xtrategy LLP

Caroline Green - Xtrategy LLP
Camilo Torres Casanova - Xtrategy LLP 

Jesse Lieberfeld - Xtrategy LLP   
Upasana Pandey - Georgetown University 
Sara Saiz Abbott - Georgetown University
Raphaëlle Petit - Georgetown University

Frankie Collins - Case Western Reserve University
Munia El Harti Alonso - Concepción Global 



Advisory Committee

WAW Founders & Executive 
Committee

José Antonio Rivas
Xtrategy LLP

Co-Chair of WAW

Ian A. Laird
Crowell & Moring LLP

Co-Chair of WAW

Meg Kinnear - ICSID Secretary - General
Borzu Sabahi – Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle LLP

Charles B. Rosenberg, Squire Patton Boggs
Gaela Gehring Flores - Allen & Overy

Lee Caplan - Arent Fox LLP
Marinn Carlson, Independent Arbitrator

Kelby Ballena - Allen & Overy
Lucinda A. Low - Steptoe & Johnson

Petr Polášek - White & Case



EVENT PROGRAM

9:00am - 10:15am EST   Judges vs. Arbitrators? Assessment of International Arbi- 
     tration Awards by the Judiciary After Nigeria v. P&ID

Monday, Nov 27

The Experience and Expectations of Diversity: A Conversa-
tion with Foreign Attorneys and Partners in US Law Firms 
and Boutiques, Academics and Students from Multiple 
Backgrounds

Practical Session: Drafting of Pleadings in Investment Arbi-
tration

Technology Panel: Artificial Intelligence and New Gadgets 
for International Arbitration

ECT Modernization or Collapse? Will the EU opposition 
against investment arbitration and the diverse views of EU 
member countries lead to ECT collapse or its modernization 
(with or without EU countries)? What could the outcome on 
the status of the ECT, precisely a multilateral charter “treaty” 
on “energy”, signify for the international rule of law, and for 
the global interest of environmental protection and sustain-
ability in the midst of climate change, and investment in 
renewable energies?

10:30am - 11:45am EST

1:30pm - 2:45pm EST

3:30pm - 4:45pm EST

5:30pm-6:45pm EST

Tuesday, Nov 28

International Investment Treaties and Provisions Sensitive 
to Climate Change, and the technology revolution: A close 
look at Aerospace, Seabead Mining Disputes, and the Envi-
ronment.

The impact of global price volatility on calculating damages 
in international arbitration

The Ukraine Crisis and Post-War Scenarios
What are the next steps in the reconstruction of Ukraine? 
How will it be paid for? What role will Russia play in response 
to human rights violations, cultural property destruction or 
appropriation?

Next Generation Disputes: The Convergence of ESG, Labor, 
and Human Rights in International Arbitration and Beyond 
(Co-sponsored with Arbitral Women and BHRLA)

9:00am - 10:15am EST

10:30am - 11:45am EST

1:00pm - 2:15pm EST

2:30pm - 3:45pm EST



Wednesday, Nov 29

Update and Status on Section 1782 of Title 28 of the United 
States Code (“Section 1782”)—allowing an “interested party” 
to a foreign proceeding to seek US-style discovery from a 
person or entity located in the United States—and ramifica-
tions for International Arbitration

The Interplay between the ICJ/PCIJ Judgments and Invest-
ment Arbitration

“Implementation of the 2022 ICSID Rules of Arbitration, Les-
sons Learned and Challenges Ahead in the Global Reshuf-
fling of Investment Dispute Resolution”.

International Arbitration and the Challenges of Financial 
Services in the First Three Decades ofthe New Century

Practical Session: Drafting the Procedural Order and the 
First Hearing: Workshop on investor-State and International 
Commercial Arbitration on How to Draft the Procedural 
Order

5 Things to Think About When Initiating Your Arbitration 
(Co-sponsored by ICC YAAF)

Practical Session: Fact and Expert Witnesses, Witness Decla-
rations and Witness Preparation for the Hearing

Bifurcation (or trifurcation?) in Investment Arbitration – a 
success story? What have been the impacts on efficiency 
and costs?

Alternative approaches to valuing damages in Inves-
tor-State Arbitration

International Arbitration in the Era of Climate Change: 
Renewable Energies, Geoengineering and Critical Mineral 
Industry

Funding of International Arbitration Proceedings, Enforce-
ment of Awards, and Purchase of Awards in a More Techno-
logically Advanced World and in the Midst of ISDS Reform. 
How Has Arbitration Financing Evolved in the Last Five Years 
with Technological Advances, ISDS Reform Negotiations, 
and Codification of Rules of Arbitration on Funding?

9:00am - 10:15am EST

10:30am - 11:45am EST

1:00pm -2:15 p.m. EST

3:00pm - 4:15pm EST

4:30pm 5:45 pm EST

6:15pm - 7:30pm EST

9:00am - 10:15am EST

10:30am - 11:45am EST

12:15 p.m - 1:30 p.m EST

3:00pm - 4:15pm EST

4:30pm - 5:45pm EST

Thursday, Nov 30



Friday, Dec 1

The Geopolitics of UNCITRAL Group III: Representative Posi-
tions on Different Issues With more than five years into the 
discussions about ISDS reform, and the completion of the
work on the Arbitrator Code of Conduct, where does Work-
ing Group III go next? Are we any closer to an international 
investment court?

Amicus Curiae, Local Community and Collective Interests in 
International Investment Arbitration

El primer nombramiento como árbitro en casos inversionis-
ta-Estado: logros y desafíos decuatro mujeres árbitro y guía 
institucional (Co-sponsored with Club Español e Iberoameri-
cano de Arbitraje “CEIA”)

Dispute Resolution at International Organizations
How does the world of administrative tribunals and sanction 
boards in organizations such as the World Bank Group or 
the Inter-American Development Bank work in addressing 
disputes, developing and applying procedure, consideration 
of precedent, appointing adjudicators, and enforcing 
awards?

9:00am - 10:15am EST

10:30am - 11:45am EST

12:30 pm -2:00 p.m. EST

2:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. EST



 1. Judges vs. Arbitrators? Assessment of International Arbitration Awards by the Judiciary 
After Nigeria v. P&ID

2. The Experience and Expectations of Diversity: A Conversation with Foreign Attorneys 
and Partners in US Law Firms and Boutiques, Academics and Students from Multiple 

Backgrounds
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Todd Weiler, 
Independent International 

Arbitrator

Rebecca Vélez, 
HKA

Kim Keenan, 
JAMS

Gaela Gehring Flores, 
Allen & Overy

Claudia Frutos-Peterson, 
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost,

 Colt & Mosle LLP 
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November 27
JAMS 1155 F St NW #1150,  Washington, DC 20004

9:00am - 10:15am EST
In person + virtual
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November 27
JAMS 1155 F St NW #1150, Washington, DC 20004

10:30am - 11:45am EST
In person + virtual

  
 

Panelists:

  
 

Moderator:

  
 

Panelists:

  
 

Moderator:

  
 



3. Practical Session: Drafting of Pleadings in Investment Arbitration

4. Technology Panel: Artificial Intelligence and New Gadgets for International 

November 27
Allen & Overy 1101 New York Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005

1:30pm - 2:45pm EST
In person + virtual
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November 27
Allen & Overy 1101 New York Ave NW,  Washington, DC 20005

3:30pm - 4:45pm EST
In person + virtual
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Panelists:

  
 

Moderator:
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5. ECT Modernization or Collapse?

November 27
Allen & Overy 1101 New York Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005

5:30pm - 6:45pm EST (Allen & Overy is offering a reception after the panel)
In person + virtual
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6. International Investment Treaties and Provisions Sensitive to Climate Change, and the 
technology revolution: A close look at Aerospace, Seabead Mining Disputes, and the 
Environment. How can new investment treaties become international instruments 

equipped for the new frontier in human, climate, and technology evolution?

7. The impact of global price volatility on calculating damages in international 
arbitration
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November 28
Baker Botts 700 K St NW,  Washington, DC 2000

9:00am - 10:15am EST
In person + virtual
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November 28
Baker Botts 700 K St NW,  Washington, DC 20001

10:30am - 11:45am EST
In person + virtual
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8. The Ukraine Crisis and Post-War Scenarios. What are the next steps in the
 reconstruction of Ukraine? How will it be paid for? What role will Russia play in 

response to human rights violations, cultural property destruction or appropriation?
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November 28
Covington & Burling 850 10th St NW,  Washington, DC 20001

1:00pm - 2:15pm EST
In person + virtual
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9. Next Generation Disputes: The Convergence of ESG, Labor, and Human Rights in 
International Arbitration and Beyond (Co-sponsored with Arbitral Women and BHRLA)

10. Update and Status on Section 1782 of Title 28 of the United States Code (“Section 
1782”)—allowing an “interested party” to a foreign proceeding to seek US-style discov-

ery from a person or entity located in the United States—and ramifications for 
International Arbitration
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November 28
Covington & Burling 850 10th St NW,  Washington, DC 20001

2:30pm - 3:45pm EST
In person + virtual
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November 29
Greenberg Traurig LLP 2101 L St NW STE 1000,  Washington, DC 20037 

9:00am - 10:15am EST
In person + virtual
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11. The Interplay between the ICJ/PCIJ Judgments and Investment Arbitration
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November 29
Greenberg Traurig,  LLP 2101 L St NW STE 1000, Washington, DC 20037

10:30am - 11:45am EST
In person + virtual
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12. “Implementation of the 2022 ICSID Rules of Arbitration, Lessons Learned and 
Challenges Ahead in the Global Reshuffling of Investment Dispute Resolution”.
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ICSID 1225 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington D.C.

1:00pm -2:15 p.m. EST
In person + virtual
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13. International Arbitration and the Challenges of Financial Services in the First Three 
Decades of the New Century

November 29
Dechert LLP 1900 K St NW,  Washington, DC 20006 

3:00pm - 4:15pm EST
In person + virtual
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14. Practical Session: Drafting the Procedural Order and the First Hearing: Workshop on 
investor-State and International Commercial Arbitration on How to Draft 

the Procedural Order
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November 29
Dechert LLP, 1900 K St NW,  Washington, DC 20006

 4:30pm 5:45 pm EST
In person + virtual
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15. 5 Things to Think About When Initiating Your Arbitration (Co-sponsored by ICC YAAF)
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16. Practical Session: Fact and Expert Witnesses, Witness Declarations and Witness 
Preparation for the Hearing
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November 29
Dechert LLP 1900 K St NW,  Washington, DC 20006

6:15pm - 7:30pm EST
(Dechert is offering a reception after the panel)

In person + virtual
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November 30
Crowell & Moring 1001 Pennsylvania  Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20004

9:00am - 10:15am EST
In person + virtual
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17. Bifurcation (or trifurcation?) in Investment Arbitration – a success story? 
What have been the impacts on efficiency and costs? 

¢���������������������������������������������������������������
�������
���������������������������������������
���� ��������������������������� �������� ��������� ����������� ������������ ����  ������� �������� ���������
���������
������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������
�����������
�

�����������	������������ ���������¢��������������������������������������������������������������¥����
�� ������	�����������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������	���������������������������
���������������������������
��������������	�
��������������������
����������������������������������������������� ����������������
����������������������������������
��������������������������������������
����������������������������
������������������������������������	��������������������������������������������������������

��������
��������������������������������������������������������������
��������«	����������
�������
����������������������������	���������������������������������������	���������������������������������������
�������	���
�����
�����������������������������������������������
������������������	�������������
���������
��������©��������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
�ª�
�������������������������������������������­���������
�������������������������	����� ������������������
��� ������ ����������������������������
¡� ������ ������������������� ��������� ��������������������	���������
���������������������������������������������	� ����������������������
�	� ��������������������������
�������������������������������
������������������������������������
���
����������������������

������������������������ ������������������� ���������� ��������
��� ���
������������������������������
��
����
�����
�
�����������	������������ ������	����������������ª����������������������������������������
�����
���������������
����������������
����������������­��
������������������������������
����������������
����������������� ������ �� ���
������������ ����
���������������
�	� ���� ���������������������������
�������������� ����������������������������������	���������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������	��������������
�������������	�����������������������������������������	�

�������������������������������������������������������	��������������������������������������������
�����

November 30
Crowell & Moring 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,  Washington, DC 20004

10:30am - 11:45am EST
In person + virtual
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18. Alternative approaches to valuing damages in Investor-State  Arbitration

19. International Arbitration in the Era of Climate Change: Renewable Energies, 
Geoengineering and Critical Mineral Industry
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November 30
Crowell & Moring 1001 Pennsylvania  Avenue NW,  Washington, DC 20004

12:15 p.m - 1:30 p.m EST
In person + virtual
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November 30
White & Case 701 13th St NW # 600,  Washington, DC 20005

3:00pm - 4:15pm EST
In person + virtual
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20. Funding of International Arbitration Proceedings, Enforcement of Awards, and 
Purchase of Awards in a More Technologically Advanced World and in the Midst of 

ISDS Reform. How Has Arbitration Financing Evolved in the Last Five Years with 
Technological Advances, ISDS Reform Negotiations, and Codification of Rules of 

Arbitration on Funding?
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November 30
White & Case 701 13th St NW # 600, Washington, DC 20005

4:30pm - 5:45pm EST
In person + virtual
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21. The Geopolitics of UNCITRAL Group III: Representative Positions on Different Issues 
With more than five years into the discussions about ISDS reform, and the completion 
of the work on the Arbitrator Code of Conduct, where does Working Group III go next? 

Are we any closer to an international investment court?

22. Amicus Curiae, Local Community and Collective Interests in International 
Investment Arbitration
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December 1
Wiley Rein, Wiley Rein LLP,  2050 M Street NW. Washington, DC 20036

9:00am - 10:15am EST
In person + virtual
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December 1
Wiley Rein LLP, 2050 M Street NW.  Washington, DC 20036

10:30am - 11:45am EST
In person + virtual
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23. El primer nombramiento como árbitro en casos inversionista-Estado: logros y 
desafíos de cuatro mujeres árbitro y guía institucional (Co-sponsored with Club Español 

e Iberoamericano de Arbitraje “CEIA”) This will be the first Spanish session in WAW
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December 1
Miller & Chevalier, 900 16th NW,  Black Lives Matter Plaza, NW Washington D.C.

12:30pm - 2:00pm EST (A light lunch will be served)
In person + virtual
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24. Dispute Resolution at International Organizations
How does the world of administrative tribunals and sanction boards in organizations 

such as the World Bank Group or the Inter-American Development Bank work in 
addressing disputes, developing and applying procedure, consideration of precedent, 

appointing adjudicators, and enforcing awards?
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December 1
Miller & Chevalier,900 16th NW,  Black Lives Matter Plaza,  NW Washington D.C.

2:30pm - 3:45pm EST
In person + virtual
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